108     MAXIMILIAN THE DREAMER
on the throne of Constantino, proudly arrayed with Bworcl and crown and sceptre, proclaiming aloud to the assembled crowd of pilgrims : " I am Ctesar— I am Emperor ! " l It ia sometimes held that Dante alludcK to this scene when he tells us in the* " Purga-torio " that ** Homo was wont to have two aims to guide us on the two roads, of God and of the world, but now . . . the sword is united to the crosier, from which evil will follow." *
But this wild dream Boon faded away when Pope Julius suddenly recovered, and showed himself more energetic than ever, lie concluded a " Holy league '* with Spain and Venice, nominally to protect the dominioiiB c»f th« Ohuroh, but necretly with the objoot of driving the French out of Italy, while Maximilian looked on, having made a truce with Venice for ten months whihi he still remained un idly of France. During all this time, the war with Guulcl«rn had been smouldering on, a ooniitant traubiu to poor Mar-
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guerite, who was also much dtKtrewteci by the outbreak of hostilities between the Hanita League and the Netherlands, when the whole Dutch fleet watt captured by the men of Lubeck and their allied crities. On the accession of Henry VIII, it wa» through the Eegent1! mediation that an alliance nude between her father and England.
In, January 1512, fiiaxiinilian            to Marguerite
to announoe the death of his wife, the Empress Biaaoa Maria, who had long bean in failing health,
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